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ABSTRACT:

The impact of diagnosis, functional limitations and occupation on the prescription of computer access
technology (CAT) has not been studied extensively. The purpose of this study was to identify the CAT
recommended at the Center for Assistive Technology during 2008-2009. A total of 43% of clients had
neurological disorders, and 31% had learning disabilities. Clients’ functional limitations were classified in
eight categories. A total of 85% participants were unemployed, 66% had tentative plans of student role.
Ninety six percent of clients were prescribed both hardware and software, 4% were prescribed solely
hardware. While 63% of the overall prescribed hardware were standard external (SE) devices, 56% of the
software were reading assist (RA) devices. Clients with neurological disorders were prescribed 69 types
of hardware, of which SE devices were the largest group (48%). Those who intended to continue
education were prescribed a total of 523 different types of hardware and software.
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